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It 1s a common practice of bus-
lness and industry, to take inven-
tory at the end of the year. That
is a good business policy, because
it lets the business man know whe=-
re he stands In regard to his sto-
¢k and materlial. If it is a good
the business man, then
surely it would be a good policy
for-us to ake inventory of our
spiritual standlgg_in the
God.

30, as the year has come
close, let us review what we
done for the JlLord .in 1951. Have
you done your best .in fulfllling
your duty as a Christian%

We llst below a few questions
as a test. Allow yourself 10 point
for each, question you can
l-y-es'll :

i. Do you read a portion of
Bible each days

Do you elso read religious 1lit-
erature in addition to your se-

to a
have

the

2.

cular newspaper, magazines and
bools?%

5. 'Do you attend Eible School each
Lord's Day?%

4. Do you attend Church each
Lorda's Day?®

5. Do you partlcipate 1n Church
services snd other actlvities
oi the ‘church%

6. Do you glve thanks for your

ﬂca¢°?

. Do you pray regularly?

sadghf afg dage. . o &

enswer-

[ OBy Fegt

8. Do you have a family prayer and
Bikle reading?

. Do you give regularly a defini-
te percent of your income to
the Lord's works?

10.Do you live the Christian life

« Dbefore. God and your fellow men?

1l.Do you talk to the unsaved
akbocut their need of Jesus Chr-

e —

12.Do you endeavor to grow in gra—
ce and knowledge of your Lord?

Now, what i1s your score? Would
you make a passing grade? Let us
all resolve that we shall do more
for the Lord in 1952 than we did
last year.
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i has had pneumonia.
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The Chaffinrs' had dinner re-
cently with Brother and Slater
S b | 3. w. Pegram, Brother and Sister

LR TR e ! Lonnie Mosor, T. W. Pegram and
Bible Study...+.......10:00 A. M.§{ Sisver Pegram. They enjoyed
WP BRI s s e e D0 M.} visiting in these homes very
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PEEYSr-MOebing isu vav e s Tl P M, "That'!s funny," said the den-
T = RN tist, who had been drilling and
HURBDAY drilling gnd drilling. "You sad
Men's Training Class...7:30 P. W, this tooth had never been filled
and yet therc are flalecs of Fold
S5 R AR R - : on1 the poing of my drill.
A WELCOME AWAITS YOU IN ALL OUR T knew it, I knew Hin groan-
SERVICLS ed the patient, "You've struck
________________ = . my zold belt buekle Nt
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R s G e St LA Polly Alspaugh, 3805 W. lst S%.
ot Bro. & Sister T. A. Isaacs
NO PATER LAST WELA Mr, and ¥ra. Shore
. ¥You did nobt get you paper last : e
week, because it was not vk lished., SEESESE B e US4 W% N
A nunber people exprcssed regret
that it was not to be published There are a lot of "bright" chil-
last week and expressed sheir éren who should be applauded with

appreclation for the paper. one hand.
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BLE ANSWERS

~INSTRUMERTAL MUSIC

Our readers are asked to reread
the letter which we published in
the December 19th, issue; and also
the comments that was made. You
should by all means do this, thet
you may get +the connection of
thought.

In paragraph three, of his let-
ter, lr. Miller seys, "Your theory
as stated is---Paul didn't say do
it so thereiore 1t 1s wrong." This
shows that he misgsed the whole
point in my article on instrument-
al music in the November 28, issue
of the Messenger. In that article
I pointed out the fact that Christ
promised, and sent the Holy Spirit
to pguide the apostles 1in thelr
work of preaching the GCospel, The
Holy Spirit was to cause the apos-
tles to remember, "Whatsoever o
have said unto you."Jno.1l4:26. The
Holy Spirit was to guilde them
TINTO ALL TRUTH." Jno.16:13. I al-
so pointed out in my article that
the Holy Spirit guided the apostl-
€s in writing the same things they
taught. 2 Tim.3:16-17. Thus todry
we have ALL the Truth given to us
in the New Testament. And let me
add here that not one word sbout
a musical instrument being used 1n
worship in the church is mentioned
in the New Testament. Mr. Miller
missed thls point ultogether

Then I quoted Lrh *18:. -Gol.
3:16; and Heb.2:12. Then, I called
attention to the iuct .that: there

are only two kind of music in the
world, and God has specitied vocal
. and when we
piay on the instrument we have add
ed another kind of music, hence we
transgress the Law of Christ. &nd
when we transgress the doetrine of
Christ we do not have the Fether.
€ Jno. verse 9. But again, Mr.

Miller missed the point. He failed

to see that when God SPECIFIED one

kind of music, He excluded all ot-
her kind; He failed to see that
when God specified vocal music, to
add a different kind of music that
ig, Iinstrumentzl music, is a viol-
stion of the Law of Christ. Tradi-
tion has blinded his and many oth-~
er eyes, so they seemingly .can't
gee tqe truth of God upon this su-
biject. The thing needed today is
for people to forget what <father
end mother did, or what grandfath-
er did or taught in religion, and
get back to what God's word teach-
€8, #nd accept that without ques-
tlon.

In this same paragraph of Mr.
Miller's letter he sgys,"Why be so
blesed with Paul? Why not say that

_he also didn't say not do 1t%"

Thrt is the contention of many,
they say, "The BiBle does not say
not heve instrumental music, so
therefore we can have it." But as
alre=dy noted, God specified vocal
muslc in worship. Was it necessary
for God to say, now don't use inst-
rumentel music? God knew human be-
ings were intelligent enough to un-~
derstand thet when hé specified
vocal musie, that exeluded all oth-
er kind. But according to lir., Mill-

er's thesory, we,can have anything
in the worship that Cod has not ex=

pressly forbidden with a "thou sha-
1t not." Therefore, according to
his reasoning I can "burn incense”
"count beads", '"put a meat loaf on
the Lord's tablec", or anything else
that 1s not striectly forbidden, be-
ceuse (God has not sald, "Thou shalt
not do thesec things." Surely friend
you can sgsee the fallacy of this ki~
nd of reasoning. ‘Then God told Nosh
to build asn ark of "gopher wood",it
was not neccssary for him to say
don't use any oak, pine, poplar etc
When he specified '"gopher wood"
that execluded all other kind.
(Continued on page 4)
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(BIBLEF QUESTIONS, CONT)

Even so with nusic in the church.

Mr. Miller says 1in the fourth
paragraph of his letter, "I resd in
five different places in the Bible
about musical instruments, and they
were commendcd not conderined ag you
infer 1n your papecr. This resding
was found in both the 01d and New
Testements. Part of it as I undep-
stand is definitecly proclaimed for

publlic¢ worship." If Mr. Millep
Tfound some passage ,that mentiens
musical 1Instruments are teo be used

in public worship he did net cite
the passage in-his letteér. If he or
any other man gnows where such a
passage 1s I wolndld be very gled to
know the book chapter and verse.

He =also mentions that hc¢ reads
in Revelation sbout "harps" being
in Heaven. Then he ask, "are they
wrong in Heavent It not, how can
they be wrong in the churca%"

Let me ask lr. Miller a questi-
on. Does, becsuse a thing is ment-
loned as being in Heaven, maske it
right to have it in Chureh? If his
answer to this question 1s yes,
then he would have a "throne" in
the Church. Rev.4:2. Also he would
have "lamps-
would have Mfour beast" Rev.4:6,
and a number of other things that
we might menticn. But would Mr.
Miller have a2 throme in the church
and say bhat it 1s alright? I thi-
nk not! Would he have lamps of fi-
re as a part of the worship® Or
would he have .some kind of beast
connected with nis worship in come

way% I don't think that he would
say it was right for these things

to be connected

Yet, il he and others can jusgtirfy

of . fire" Revs4:5,.78"

with the worship.

mechanical instruments of music in

worship, because they think they
willl te 1in  Heaven, 'by the same
token we can have these other thi-
NESe

(To be cgﬁtghued next week)
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Some Cnurch membors are 80 busy
that:

They have too much to do Sunday

morning =nd CAN'T get to Bible
Study at 10 oclock.

They . can't stay for a baptismal
service at the close of the re-
gular service, for they are rus-
hed for time.

They are so crowded for time
that they can't wait for the ser-
vice to be dismissed. They must
leave while the last song is.be-
ing sung.

They can't cone on Sunday night
because they are so tled up.

They Just can't get their work
finished In time to come to pray-
er meeting.

What can we do for these kind
of church members? Shall we pray

to God to lengthen the day for
them so they can serve Him, or
shall we convert them so ' they

will WANT TC SERVE HIM? 2 2
WHICH SHALL WE DO? 7 % %
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WHY NOT MAKE A RESCLUTION THAT
YOU WILL ATTEND BIRLE STUDY EVERY
LORD'S DAY IN 19529 % Can you
think of a better resolution to

make for the new year? Sunda
morning is the time to qtart%




