"This Llnen is the message which we have heard of Him,
and declare unto you" 1 John 1:5
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LET US NOT BE BLIND

10 THE
FQETS
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BIBLE STUDY THAN
THE WEEK BEFORE!

UMEBODY WAS RESPONSIBLE, WERF YQu?2 2 ?:

FACTS :

1. THERE REVAINS BUT TWO MORE LORD'S DAYS IN THIS YEAR TO
MAKE OUR ATTENDANCE REACH AN AVERAGE OF 125,

2. OUR ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY WAS "20" LESS THAN WE HAD THE
SUNDAY BETFORE.

34 17 I8 '™HE DD”"v OF EVERY ITEMBER TO BE PRESENT FOR BIBLE

STUDY ,AND ALL WORSHIP SERVICES.

L, THE BIBLE TEACHES YOU TO GROV IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF COD!'S
VORD, (COL.1:10; 1 PET.2:2; 2 PET.3:18). ONE DAY YOU
WILL HAVE TO PﬂCT CHRIST ALD GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF YOURSELF.
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Thare were 63 presont for
Bible ftudy Vednocsday night,

‘- le are sorry to hear that
Bro, Harvey Holder and Sis. Peggy
folder are sicks. Sis. Alta Warner
missed services Sunday due to
sicknoss, alsos We hope they will
soon be able to be back with us.

The Chaffins expeet to be
visiting in Tennrssee next weok,.
Sise Chaffin's mother is return-
ing home after about four months
stay hore,

Bro, Bobby Messick arrived
hiome on furlough yesterday and
will be here for several days,

There will be no bulletin
published next weel,

Too many young people don't
pay any -more attontion to their
consclence than they do to their
parents, ' :

OQur lives are judged not so
much by their length as by their

broadth.

Life must be worth living,
The cost has doubled, and we still
hang on,

st
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COME TO BIBLE STUDY!

OUR BIBLE SCHOOL RECORD

Atvendunes logl BUnday. ... vevevcnsdiraisnonsssisallh
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SHOULD WE 0
1S T

N
HE BIRTHOAY

RVE KRS
Or CHRIST?

As the Christmas season again

approaches multitudes of religious

people fturn their mind back to
thinking of the birth of Jesus.
This season of the year is tradit-
ionally celebrated by many as the
birth of our Lord. Hence, with the
multitudes of neople it is a very
sacred religious season. ‘

Let us ask a few questions to
stimulate our thinking upon  this
sub ject. Why observe X-mas as the
birthday Jesus? Where .is the au-
thority for celebrating ‘a day. in
the year as the birthday of Jesus?
Does the Bible teach that
day should be observed? These are
pertinent' questions for our con-
slderation at this season of the
year. There is absolutely no div-
ine authority for the
of -the birthday of Christ. The
Bible teaches absolutely ' nothing
concerning the observance of a day
as the birthday of Christ. So'the
zenith of all these questions 1is;
Can a Christian observe X-mas as
the birthday of our Lord and plea-
se our Heavenly Father? The answer
is definitely NO! There are sever-
al reasons for this answer, and we
shall give our attention to some
of them, :

Generally speaking, the spirit
of X-mas 18 good, It is a season
of the year when goodwill prevails
A spirit of liberality .toward ocur
fellow-man exist, and somehow 1t
seems more people ore friendly wi-
th each other, I wohld that all
men would manifest these amicable
spirits throughout the whole year,
Let it also be observed . that the
writer does not believe that it is
wrong to observe X-mas as a  legal
holiday set aside by our govern-

such a

observance:

ment. But no observance should be
in any way connected with the day
called X-mas. Neither does the
writer believe it is wrong to ex-
change gifts or to send greetings
at this season or any other ‘season
of the year, so long as we do not
associate these things with a rel-
igious observance. o

. WHY then, is. it . wrong for
Christians to observe the day
called Christmas as the birthday
of our Lord? (1) Because there is
no Bible example of the followers
of Christ observing his birthday.
The time when the X=-mas fastival
was first observed is not definit-
ely known, It geems that it had it
beginning in the fourth ' cénbury.
For you cannot read about back of
that date. "An armenion writer of
the eleventh century states  that
the Christmas festival, invented
in Rome by a heretic,: Artemon, was
first celebrated in Constantinople
in 373." (Schaff-llerzog Encyclope~
dia of Religious Xnowledge Vol.3,
P,1L7) The early Christians then
had no such festival in observing
Christ birthday. Why ' should we?
(2) God has given no command. for
such a day to be observed. Surely
if God had wanted man to observe
a day in the year as’  the birthday
of His son, he would .have given
some Iinstructions concerning it.
But God: W gave no such instructions
in 2ll his word. The Bible ‘is corm=
pletely silent on the observance
of the birth of Christ. Christmas
is not even mentioned in all the
Bible. Ve must not add to nor take
from the word of God. (Revelation
22:18~19) (3) We cannot observe
the birthdey of Christ by faith.
For Paul says that"faith cometh by
(Continued on page L)
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(SHOULD WE OBSERVE X-1AS% Cont.)

hearing, and hearing by the word

of God." (Rom. 10:17) Since the
Bible is absolutely silent on the
sub ject, man cannot observe any

day as being the birthday of Chri-
st. Furthermore, Paul says, "For
whatsoever is not of feith is sin"
Therefore it 1s a sin to observe
a day in the year as the birthday
of Christ, because it cannot be
observed by faith. (L) It i1s sin-
ful to observe special days in re-
ligion other than those designated
by Jdesus Christ. The Anostles

writing to-bhe churches of Galatia

sald, "Ye observe days, ond months
and times, and years., I am afraid
of you, lest I have
you labour in vain." (Gal.lp:10-11)
Paul was afraid +that all the lab-
our that he had put forth in tea-
ching these peopls the way of sal-
vation would be  in- vain, simply
becouse they had gone to observing
those days that God had not conm-
nonded. And in so doing they would
be lost. Will we not do the same
today? If not, why not?

Another reason why we cannot
observe Christ's birthday is beca-
use wo do not lmow the day on wh-
ich he was born. o man lknows when
Christ was born, that is, the day
or the month. There are a number
of reasons that would lend one . to
believe that Dec. 25th is not the
day on which Jesus was born. One
will suffice for this time. Tule
the inspired writer says, on the
night that Jesus was born, "There
were in the same country shepherds

ablding IN THE FIELD, keeping watech

bestowed upon

_=-hot -the head., _ Sel,

over their flock by night." (Luke
2:8) As we toke a look at our map
we find that Judea 1is just about
on the some lobitude as thée' staté
of North Carolina. Hence the sea-
sons therc would be about the same
as we hove here. Would anybody ar=
gue that the weather would be
sultable to graze sheep and espec-
ially at night on December  25th?
Surely not! VWhen Jesus was born in
Dethlehem of Judea the weather was
warm enough for the shepherds %o

graze their sheep, even at night,

Lot us then, be not guillty of

e

Poefering to the day called Christ-

mas as the Lord!s birthday. Let 'us
not be guilty of observing Christ-
mas as the birthday of our Savior.
Let us simply regard the day as a
legal holiday set aside by our gov
ermment, nothing more.

-=-=-Vegtal Chaffin.
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HAVE A SMILE

Teacher: "Is wour mother or father
bosgs in Jour housc?"

Kathy: "My deddy is the boss, but
mormy does the talking, and that!s
what we go by."

B el e T LT T S p——

"Excuse me a moment, preacher,
while I go put on my percolater,”

"Oh," saild the proacher who was
a 1little hard of hearing, "you
look oll right with what you have
on,"
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When God measures a man, He
puts the tape around the heart---




